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19th February 2021 
 
Dear parents and carers – 
 
I hope you are all keeping well after what has been a difficult and unprecedented few months with possibly 
more changes coming.  We are very much looking forward to welcoming all the children back after what 
has been quite a long time for some.  
 
We know that some families might be a bit nervous about returning to ELC, so we wanted to share some of 
the information we have about how ELC settings are low risk environments as well as some of the 
measures we are taking to keep this risk low.  
 
Current evidence continues to show that children are less likely to contract and transmit coronavirus. This 
includes the new variant of the virus that you might have heard about.  
 
Here are some of the things we’ve already been doing and will continue to do to reduce the risk of 
transmission in all of our settings: 

 Spending lots of time outdoors in the fresh air 

 Keeping the children in small consistent groups 

 Regular hand washing 
 

In addition, regular testing will shortly be available for all staff and we will send out more information on 
this when we can. 
 
While we know that ELC settings are low risk environments for children, due to this new coronavirus 
variant being more infectious for everyone, it’s more important than ever that we all do what we can to 
keep everyone in our setting as safe as possible. We know that the main risk is from adult to adult 
transmission, or an increase in community transmission. We are therefore trying to really reduce any 
opportunities for adults to come into contact with each other, whether it’s staff to parent/carer or 
between carers/parents. 
 
We are therefore going to be reinforcing some of our previous ways of working and well as introducing a 
couple of new changes from Monday 22 February. These will be: 

 Asking the children to carry their own belongings, so that staff don’t have to pass them to you. 

 Introducing/renewing the markings at the gate to make sure parents and carers can stand at 
least 2m apart at pick up 

 Continuing with/introducing phased pick up times to reduce congestion 

 Using different entrances/doors to allow further distancing 
 
We have been asked by Government to share important information about some other things that you can 
do to reduce risk: 

 Keep wearing face coverings at pick up and drop off time.  
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 Keep 2m apart from other adults (staff and parents/carers) at pick up and drop off time.  

 Try to come at your allocated time to reduce busy periods (if applicable) 

 Think about wearing a face covering in any busy areas on the way to and from ELC. 

 Follow SG guidance on track and trace  
 

It might seem strange that children can play together at their ELC setting all day, but can’t have indoor play 
dates at home. But it’s really important to remember that keeping the restrictions at home and across 
society is what is enabling us to reopen ELC at the moment. In addition, there are lots of precautions taken 
at our setting that families can’t always replicate. One of the main precautions is spending time outdoors in 
the fresh air. So if you want to meet up with another family, then please do so outdoors. It’s more 
important than ever that we keep following the rules at home, as that’s the best way to keep our ELC 
settings open. For information on how the guidance applies to children and families, you can go to 
www.parentclub.scot. Jason Leitch, National Clinical Director for Scotland has also written a letter for 
parents and you can find it here. 
 
At CALA we know that the past months have been a challenge for us all and we are so happy to be able to 
welcome all the children back. We will work hard to ensure everyone settles in and continues with and 
adapts to the procedures and rules we have in place. I would like to thank you for your continued support 
of our service and staff.   
 
Please get in touch with your centre manager if you have any queries and we look forward to welcoming 
you and your child back next week. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 

Jaci Douglas 
Chief Executive 
 
j.douglas@calachildcare.co.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:info@calachildcare.co.uk
http://www.careandlearningalliance.co.uk/
http://www.parentclub.scot/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WsMb1wP0F_-YIq2SqBVRQd_IrFJT_Pnx/view?usp=sharing
mailto:j.douglas@calachildcare.co.uk

