
                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation Apprenticeship 

Winter Newsletter 2020 

Introduction 

Hello and welcome to the winter newsletter for the FA 

Social Services Children and Young People. We have had 

an exciting term where we have been delighted to finally 

welcome all our FA students at the CALA training suite. 

The students are to be commended for their patience and 

understanding while we worked with our partners to 

create the safe conditions to allow face to face training 

and it has been wonderful to finally meet up altogether. 

We are grateful to Linda King at the Highland Council for 

her support in this process. It is also great to see the 

bonds that are forming between the students from the 

different schools and they are all already fast becoming 

members of team CALA. We can’t wait to see what 2021 

has in store for all of them 

FA Delivery 

Our students have adapted incredibly well to learning outside of the school environment and it is great 

to see them all getting along and helping each other through the tasks. They have recently completed 

the Development of Children and Young People unit where they have been interviewing some of our 

centre managers and liaising virtually with settings to observe children at play. Our students have been 

learning how to support children’s creativity and storytelling; how to identify what captures their 

imagination and encourage exploration of interests.  Based upon their engagement, we are confident of 

receiving some very high-quality work in their assignments 



 

 

Plans for January 2021 

We will continue to explore the adult role in observing and supporting children and young people’s 

wellbeing in the early learning and childcare environment.  Our students are committed to put 

learning into practice through workplace visits and overall, they are demonstrating strong potential to 

succeed in the sector, we are committed to support them through their journey of learning.  

We continue to monitor the latest guidance and consult with our Services Team, Highland Council and 

other partners to ensure that we can provide placement experiences just as soon as it is safe for all 

concerned to do so. 

 

 

 

 

It was great to attend the afternoon session with the FAs last week and I was delighted and 
impressed to hear their thoughtful insights as they considered a scenario to help them recognise and 
support children's needs in relation to SHANARRI. 
It was then very strange to find myself back in the interviewee's chair as they asked me some 
searching and challenging questions such as how to ensure children whose family don't celebrate 
Christmas feel included and how to encourage children to be active when they don't seem to want to 
go outside. This allowed me the opportunity to reflect back on my own practice and share some tips 
and examples from past experience which will hopefully prove useful to them.  

I was extremely impressed with their growing knowledge and understanding of child development.    
Marion Laidlaw, Improvement and Policy Officer 

 
 

2020 Highlights 

When planning for FA delivery we could not have envisaged 

having to navigate a global pandemic! However, despite 

this there have been many highlights, not least of which is 

is the addition of our 8 students to TeamCALA!  We thank 

them for their enthusiasm, commitment and resilience 

which has helped us to overcome many of the challenges 

we faced due to various restrictions for COVID – 19.  2020 

has been a challenging year for most and we acknowledge 

and thank everyone involved for their support and 

contribution to making our first year of delivering the FA a 

successful and enjoyable experience. The support from 

SDS continues to be constructive and proactive, SQA are 

ahead of the curve in creating and sharing contingency 

plans with us for any possible further COVID19 disruption 

and the vital communication and support of our students 

schools has been key to ensuring we meet the students’ 

needs in the best way we can. 

Festive greetings 

This festive season will be slightly different this year for us all but we would like to wish all our 

students and their families, partners and colleagues a very Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy 

and prosperous New Year. 

 


