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Education & Learning Service
Position Statement
2nd November 2020
Covid Recovery
Schools, Residences and Other Educational Settings

Physical Education, Music, Drama
(and Other Practical Subjects)
Visiting Staff & Cluster Head Teachers
Highlife Highland
Other Visitors 
Pupils With Split Placements
Face Coverings
School Lets & After School Clubs
Christmas Social Events

Introduction
In a rapidly changing environment, schools are aware of many sources of information regarding school operations. The Education & Learning Service will continue to notify schools of these important changes, which will be distributed via the area offices.  Head teachers should, therefore, follow the guidance issued by Education & Learning of The Highland Council in order to ensure a consistent and corporate approach.  Where there are updates to national positions, Education & Learning Service will reflect on these and update headteachers as quickly as possible.
This position statement reflects the Scottish Government guidance communicated on 30th October 2020 and may be implemented from week beginning 2nd November 2020 in Highland.

Practical Subjects
School Operations Full Guidance Here
Practical Subject Guidance Here
PE
PE Specific Guidance Here
· In summary:
· Tiers 0-3 (Highland is currently in Tier 1)
· PE can be delivered indoors and outdoors to all age groups – subject to the practical considerations in the guidance document.
· Tier 4
· PE can be delivered only outdoors and non contact

Music & Drama
Music Specific Guidance Here
In summary:
· Individual lessons where 2 metre physical distancing can be applied, the environment is well ventilated and equipment is not shared, carry low risk.
· Virtual lessons, rehearsals and performances, using digital forms of communication, carry even less risk.
· Choirs, orchestras and group drama performances should not recommence at this point.
· Young people should not engage in drama, singing, or playing wind and brass instruments with other people
· For those young people who have chosen to undertake a Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) qualification in music or drama, it may well be necessary to record a virtual portfolio.
· There should be no sharing of musical instruments between learners during lessons.  Items such as pianos or music stands must either be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected or left for at least 72 hours between use.


Drama Specific Guidance Here

In summary:
· Schools may plan carefully for low risk drama activities
· Outdoors or virtual activities (eg recorded performances, outdoor creative dance, use of awnings/gazebos) 
· Normal breathing and volume of speech (eg low volume monologue/dialogue, , mime) 
· Individual or small numbers involved 
· (eg solo performance, dialogue ) 
· Any equipment is used only by one person (eg actors have their own costumes) 
· Physical distancing for older pupils

Visiting Staff & Cluster Head Teachers
Adult visitors to schools should be strictly limited only to those that are necessary to support children and young people or the running of the school and arrangements should be communicated clearly to staff and the wider school community.
Movement between schools (e.g. of temporary/supply/peripatetic staff etc) should be kept to a minimum, until further notice. This includes attendance at school of those who visit, such as visiting teachers, psychologists, nurses and social workers. Recognising the importance of holistic support for children and young people requirement to meet their needs, every effort should be made to secure these wider inputs through lower risk methods such as digital/virtual means or outdoor settings.  However, please note:

· Where there is a need for council staff to attend a school setting, this should be to no more than one school in a day, where possible- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· CCR staff may attend more than one school in a day, where necessary, in order to maintain service delivery- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Where movement across locations is necessary to deliver school operations the number of interactions should be minimised, and the 2m distancing between adults should be adhered to wherever possible.
· Cluster headteachers may, where necessary, move across locations- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Educational psychologists and allied health professionals may, where necessary, attend one school setting in a day- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· College staff may, where necessary, (and only in order to deliver curricular lessons) attend one school setting in a day, with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Music tutors may, where necessary, (and only in order to deliver curricular lessons) attend one school setting in a day, with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.

Highlife Highland
· Active schools co-ordinators may attend one school setting in a day to activity- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Music tutors may, where necessary, (and only in order to deliver curricular lessons) attend one school setting in a day, with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Peripatetic music staff travelling from a level 3 area of Scotland should only do so where the headteacher believes it is necessary to deliver the service and no other alternative, such as online tuition can be delivered.- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.  As this involves movement through different tiers, a risk assessment must be carried out with justification.

Other Visitors
· Contractors who have been properly booked through the maintenance team may have controlled access- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Contractors attending in an emergency and sent out by the maintenance team may have access, subject to the conditions of exceptional entry- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Music tutors from Feis Ros may, where necessary, attend one school setting in a day, with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Sports organisations and outdoor education providers may attend outdoors, where necessary for the delivery of curricular activities- with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.
· Parental volunteers may attend local excursions, where necessary, with the appropriate distancing and hygiene arrangements in place.  These should be limited in number to allow such excursions to take place.
Other than those listed above and only when necessary for service delivery of education, other visitors to schools should be strictly limited.  The list cannot be exhaustive but includes unnecessary visits by:
· Photographers
· Media
Schools must liaise with the area office for any exceptions.  Where granted, it is highly likely that these visitors may only operate outdoors.

Pupils With Split Placements 
Some pupils have split placements between a school and an SEBN provision during the day.
· Pupils who have a split placement, as above, and agreed as part of their child’s plan, may attend both settings in a day, where there is no practical alternative, and where the pupil would otherwise be unable to attend school due to their needs.
Some nursery pupils have split placements throughout the week.
ELC Specific Guidance Here 
1. Face coverings should now be worn by all adults when physical distancing is not possible, but not when interacting with children; Face coverings are not required when working directly with children, including on the floor or supporting children to move around the building or with toileting, or as a result of being less than 2 m distant from children. To support this, adults must maintain a 2m distance from other adults when working together with groups of children. Face coverings should be worn by adults wherever they cannot maintain a 2 m distance from other adults (e.g. in corridor and communal areas).  Coverings should also be worn by staff and visitors when not working directly with children, for example when in office and admin areas, canteens (except when dining), staff rooms and other confined communal areas, (including staff toilets) when 2 metre distancing cannot be maintained, except where a person is exempt from wearing a covering. Face coverings should be strongly encouraged for parents and other visitors to the setting (whether entering the building or otherwise), including parents at drop-off and pick-up.

1. Guidance on singing in ELC settings; Advice from the Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues  (link) shows that there are increased transmission risks associated with music and drama activities. When considering planning such activities, providers should carefully consider this advice, and advice from Education Scotland on these activities. The Sub-Group has specifically considered the question of singing in ELC settings (link).  It has concluded that singing should not happen indoors as an organised, large group activity.  However, the Sub-Group recognises that children sing naturally in the course of activities and play, and should not be discouraged from doing so, and that singing can also be used to comfort young children when necessary.

1. Size of groupings: Advice on the number of children in a group setting has been brought in line with primary class size numbers increasing to a maximum of 33 children.  This does not change staffing requirements or ratios

1. Blended placements: In order to minimise the number of contacts and risk of transmission, attendance at multiple ELC settings should be reduced as far as possible. Parents and carers should be encouraged and supported to limit the number of settings their child attends, ideally ensuring their child only attends the same setting consistently.
However, the balance of scientific advice supports the use of more settings where required to ensure high quality childcare is available to children and in support of parents’ need. For children who attend multiple settings, either ELC settings or childminders, consideration should be given to how they are supported to ensure good hygiene practices (washing hands, not sharing resources, etc.) when moving between settings, and how their contacts with other groups of children are managed, based on an appropriate risk assessment in each setting. Where a child attends more than one setting, consideration should be given to sharing of record keeping across settings, to assist with any Test & Protect process. Any records should be managed in way which is consistent with the requirements of GDPR.
Head teachers should continue to familiarise themselves with Scottish Government guidance and note, in particular, that any relaxation of the above position in Highland will be clearly communicated via the area office.
All of the above must be reflected in the school risk assessment.
Face Coverings In Schools
Updated Guidance Here
In summary:
Across all levels, face coverings should be worn by adults at all times where they cannot keep two metres from other adults and/or children and young people in primary and secondary schools (with some exceptions in P1-2). Face coverings should also be worn by parents and other visitors to any school site (whether entering the building or otherwise), including parents at drop-off and pick-up.
In local authority areas in Levels 3 and 4, pupils in the senior phase – S4-6 – and their teachers should wear face coverings in classrooms, as well as when they are moving around the school and in communal areas.
School Lets and After School Clubs
Whilst it is possible under the Scottish Government guidance for some school lets to take place, The Highland Council are not yet in a position to offer school lets.  This is due to the challenges around cleaning requirements before and after lets.  Prior to lets being allowed, further discussions will need to take place around risk assessment for lets.  The Highland Council will issue a further position on this prior to any change.
In summary:
· The position is unchanged and there will be no school lets to other organisations at this time except for below
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Where a commissioned partner provider for early years normally has a let within a school, this can restart subject to agreed risk assessment.
· After school care may continue
· School run clubs may restart where staffed by the school or Highlife Highland, where risk assessed and agreed with the area manager and CCFM.
Christmas Social Events 
At this time, it would not be prudent to change the position regarding large social gatherings.  These fall outside the necessary delivery of education and are not covered by the guidance around opening of schools.
· Schools should not make bookings for large gatherings of pupils or staff for Christmas events such evening parties and discos
· School shows should not take place
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