
 

Nature Themed Activities 

 

 

This week we have been enjoying nature and getting out as much as we can in the sunshine. To 
make our garden more exciting, we hung old curtains over the washing line, weighed them down 
with stones on either side, and lined it with old cardboard. Once we'd finished, we took a book 
inside and enjoyed our own reading tent! 

 

After we'd finished our story, we used our bodies to make shadow puppets on the tent walls to retell 
our favourite stories. It was great fun filming the stories and then watching them together 
afterwards. If you wanted to take this further, you could even use toys or create your own cardboard 
puppets to use in your shadow puppet plays. 



 

We've also been out collecting leaves to press into clay so that we can look at the shapes and 
patterns they make. If you don't have any clay at home, this would work just as well with playdough 
or saltdough. We tried looking at a leaf guide we found in a book to see if we could identify what 
leaves we'd found by matching their shapes to the pictures.  

Once we'd made the leaf imprint, we cut it out very carefully using a sharp knife and left it to dry in a 
curved shape inside a bowl lined with clingfilm. When it's dry, we'll paint it and give it to Daddy for 
Father's Day as a decorative bowl. 

 

We have also been enjoying watching the birds visiting our garden so we decided to encourage them 
by making our own bird feeder. This was really simple to do; we spread peanut butter on a toilet roll 
and covered it with seeds before attaching a string to the top. 



 

We found a good spot to hang it from a tree branch in our garden where we could watch from the 
window which birds were coming to use our new feeder. So far, we've seen song thrushes and house 
sparrows! 

 

We have also been planting lots of seeds in the garden this spring and wanted to learn more about 
the different parts of plants and how they work. We watched our sunflower seeds grow and saw the 
new shoots emerging from the soil. We also dug up some weeds in the garden to examine their 
roots. This led to us drawing a diagram of the different parts of a plant and talking about which parts 
of it were the roots, stem, leaves, petals and seeds. We filled a small pot with water to represent the 
water that is found in the soil after it rains. We put a piece of kitchen paper into this pot and hung 
the end of it over into another one. As we watched, we saw the water travelling up the kitchen 
paper, just like the water travels up the plant roots, and slowly trickling into the other pot, just as 
the water is carried to the leaves and other parts of the plant. This was very interesting to watch and 
really helped us understand how plants' roots work! 



 

Earlier in the week we had been on a nature scavenger hunt in our garden, trying to find all the 
different leaves and flowers we had growing. We pressed some of these on sheets of kitchen roll 
between two heavy books and left them to dry for a week.  

 

Once they had dried, we rolled them into clay and then cut them out using cutters and sharp knives. 
We added a hole in the top of each one using a cocktail stick so that once the clay is set we can hang 
them from a couple of sticks to make a nature mobile. If you don't have clay at home, saltdough 
would also work for this craft activity. 



 

We've had lots of fun learning about the nature in our garden this week, we hope you enjoy trying 
some of these activities in your own gardens! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


