
Welcome to our Summer term! We 
are looking forward to seeing you at 

a group soon. 

 

May 2017 

Bookbug Week 15th—21st May  

This year Bookbug week is all about fun, 

fun, fun for Bookbugs Big Giggle! 

 

Check out the Scottish Booktrust website 

to find out ways to  

celebrate and what’s 

happening in your area.  

http://scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/

working-with-bookbug/bookbug-sessions/

bookbug-week 



 



Childminders! 

I had a lovely catch up with CALA’s very own Childminder Champion Fiona Morrison     

and took the opportunity to ask her a few questions! 

 

How do Childminders join CALA? Childminders can join online by going to the Care and 
Learning Alliance website https://www.careandlearningalliance.co.uk/membership/
childminder-members/ 

How much does it cost? Childminder membership is £25 for the year. 

What does membership include?  

The membership package includes the following: 

 Highland and Moray based knowledge and understanding of current policy and practice  

 Childminder Champion available for support and guidance  

 Help with applications to be a childminder 

 A wide range of free, downloadable policies tailored to childminders needs 

 CALA Business support—advise about finance, grants and other matters 

 Local, relevant training events and access to the E –Learning Zone  Modules. 

  Child protection information and specialist support and guidance from the Child Pro-
tection Designated Officers. 

What training might I have access to? A wide range of local and relevant training as well 
as access to our E learning modules. 1 free module with your memberships, this years free 
modules is “Top tips for interaction with children” 

Will you be able top to put childminders in touch with other Childminders for peer 
support? We could yes, we have Childminders around Highland and Moray and facilitate 
Childminder workshops for all to access.  

Can you help with advertising? We have not advertised vacancies as they can vary all the 
time  but what we have done in the past is put requests for childcare out on the CALA Fa-
cebook page for childminders with vacancies to get in touch.  

Thanks Fiona! 



I met up with Marion Macdonald, a Home Energy Specialist for Home Energy 
Scotland and here she shares more about her work and how she may be able to 
help families in your area. 

We’ll help you stay warmer for less. 

Who are we? We are Home Energy Scotland, an impartial advice service funded 
by the Scottish Government. We provide free, clear advice on making your home 
easier to heat, so you can: 

* save money 

* make your home more healthy and comfortable 

* reduce your carbon footprint 

Because we’re not part of a commercial organisation, our advice is completely unbiased and independent. 

How can we help? We can advise you on things you can do to make the best use of energy at home and keep 
your bills as low as possible. We can check if you qualify for benefits or tax credits that you’re not claiming, and 
let you know if you are eligible for any financial support for energy improvements. 

Depending on your circumstances, you could receive help with the cost of insulation, draughtproofing and heat-
ing. Thousands of people have saved money through reducing the amount of energy they use and taking ad-
vantage of any cost savings, discounts or benefits available to them. 

We give advice mainly over the telephone, or we can arrange a home visit if necessary. Get in touch 

No matter what your situation or where you live in Scotland, we can help. Call 0808 808 2282 or visit homeener-
gyscotland.org 

Working with local partners 

We are also keen to work with partners who support people who might benefit from this service. Our local com-
munity liaison team covers the Highland and Islands area and can: 

 help you and the people you support with face-to-face advice and, where required, home visits 

 deliver advice surgeries and presentations within your organisation 

  supply resources and training for your events 

 work with community groups to develop energy efficiency projects 

 support you to make referrals through the Home Energy Scotland Re-
ferral Portal 

 

For more details contact: marion.mcdonald@hi.homeenergyscotland.org 

 

 



https://calaelearning.co.uk 

www.careandlearningalliance.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/CALA.Childhood.Practice 

Simple Pleasures! 

The Summer term is the perfect time to get out 

and about and enjoy some outdoor fun and go 

back to basics! Some of our favourites are, 

swings, hide and seek, den building, walks in the 

woods, paddling at the beach and of course mak-

ing something fabulous out of a cardboard box!  

 Play @ Home books are full of simple ideas, you can check out some 

of them here, http://www.healthscotland.com/

documents/20735.aspx 

http://www.pinterest.com/calachildcare
http://www.facebook.com/CALA.Childhood.Practice

