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How we select our books.  
The children are given an option of 
four books and each child can place a 
sticker on their choice. This is us 
picking our next book. 



We split the children in to two groups  to meet 
age and stage and completed mind maps.  

These are examples of what the children said 

He has terrible teeth 
and terrible toes 

The little mouse was 
eating a coconut. Gruffalo teeth, horns 

Teeth, Hands, Snake, red eyes, tongue 
is white 

RAHHHHHHHHHHHHH 

Mouse, fox, snake, teeth, bird, he’s got a 
smelly nose 



We gathered the children's ideas, using observations and stepping stonesand displayed 
these on board outside the room for the parent. These ideas were flexible and could be 
changed or extended. All activities were accessible to all age and stages . Parents were 
given speech bubbles and asked to feedback any comments made by the children on 
our Gruffalo week. 



The interest table followed the story through the woods with the Gruffalo. We added 
natural resources for the children to explore.  There were words for the children to take  

from the table and copy them if they wanted to. Underneath the table we left basket 
with additional resource for the children to add to the table. The interest table was 

popular, it was good to see the children extending the story by adding their own props 
and characters. At one point superman and the Gruffalo fought the mouse. 



We read the story as a big group 

 



We used  messy play 
to create a sensory 

box. It contained  soil, 
cones, wood, animals 
and pictures from the 

story to look for.  

At the art table we 
gathered lots of 

materials and salt 
dough to make 

Gruffalo models, or 
any model the 

children wanted. 



Lots of examples of 
good fine motor 

skills and creativity 
making the models 

These are some of 
our Gruffalo salt 
dough models. 

The older boys and girls recreated the story. They used the props from the interest table and acted out 
the scenes in the book. Lots of good examples of recalling the story and communication skills. 



Painting our own Gruffalos 
experimenting with mixing colours 

Outdoor art, using chalk to draw on 
images from the book 

We made paper trees, decorated a  Gruffalo, and made soup for our snake toast. 



We went outside to read the Gruffalo 

We hid pictures from the book for 
the children to find.They would 
then tell us about what they found 
and what they knew about it from 
the story 

We all got lots of exercise 
running  away  from the 
Gruffalo like the fox, snake and 
owl did. 



We learnt some new Makaton words. 
Gruffalo, Fox,  Owl, Mouse and Snake 

GRUFFALO 

OWL 

FOX 

SNAKE MOUSE 



SHANARRI EVIDENCE 

SAFE We talked about knife safety when making the soup 
When out door on our walk we talked about not touching plants 
we do not recognise. Sun cream worn outside 

HEALTHY Used fresh vegetable to make our soup and talked about healthy 
food during this activity. Outdoor play. 

ACTIVE Out door activities. Exploring the outdoor environment and 
natural resources. Energetic play recreating the story 

NURTURED The children looked after each other older children buddy 
younger children. Healthy snacks . Sharing experiences with the 
rest of our friends in Daycare 

ACHIEVING Writing new words, creating models using different resources. 
Learning Makaton signs. Art work and models on display 

RESPONSIBLE Recognising rules made in the class. Helping each other when 
making snack for example. Doing things for ourselves like getting 
ready to go outside 

RESPECTED Making choices before ,during and after this story week. The 
children listening to the other children 

INCLUDED Children chose the story. Using a mind map activities were lead by 
their ideas. All activities were accessible to all the children 



COMMUNICATION:-There were lots of opportunities for communication. We read 
the story together in big and small groups, looking at the illustrations. The children 
re-enacted the story to each other. We learnt the Makaton for the animals in the 
story. We painted a large Gruffalo and individual Gruffalos. We made shakers to 

play when we read the story. The children used their imagination in role play 
opportunities . We learnt new words and copied these at the writing table. 

CURIOSITY,INQUIRY AND CREATIVTY:-  We had a interest 
table that had natural resources for the children to 

explore. We explored outdoors . In interest tray we had 
lots of different materials to experiment with textures . 

The children recreated some of the scene's and characters  
from the story using different materials including salt 

dough, collage paint, vegetables and mud. 


