
In TRACC out of school care the children have been given a fantastic opportunity thanks to the
teachers Mr Young and Mr Agnew from Tain Royal Academy. The children are making their own
bird boxes, allowing them the opportunity to experience woodwork, lasers cutting and printing,
metal work, and decorating. The bird boxes will be added to the Eco garden the children are
creating thanks to the work and commitment of the senior Becky and staff. This blog will show
the early stages of the children's work and we will follow the children from now until the Eco
garden is officially opened. Thank you from all at TRACC to the teachers for allowing this
opportunity and giving their time, resources and patience to this project.

One of our parents joined us in the woodwork class. The parent made 
this comment.

“Its great, we are new to the area and this gives us a chance to see the
school they will be going to, as well as meet future teacher which
makes it easier for my children. To build something from scratch and
use this equipment is fantastic”



Before this session 
the children had 
helped to cut the 
pieces, glue them 
together and drilled 
in the holes for the 
next stage. 

Mr Young explained 
that this time we 
would being drilling 
holes for the  dowels, 
sanding the boxes 
and using a laser 
cutter

The children we put into groups, the older children looking after the younger 
ones. Watch group was given a box to work on and our fist job was sanding.

“The sanding was the best bit”..Ramsay
“We sanded the wood, used a band saw to cut them, 

that was cool.”Liam



Then……
We had to drill the
holes for the dowel
to be glue in. We
had to be careful
not to go to far or to
damage the wood.

Mr Young gave us a
demonstration and explained
the glue was almost like our
PVA glue, he showed us what
to do if we got it on our hands
as it just rubs of, but can be
very sticky.

The children went back to
their work benches to try it
for themselves. All was going
well until another teacher
mentioned looking at the
laser cutter…. Gluing was not
so appealing now to the
children……..
Our new favourite thing



So we got to watch the laser in action 

• The teacher explained the laser to us showing us how it works. 
Showing us that you design on one screen the cut using the laser. 

The drawing is translated into a language that the laser understands and it will copy 
it. He told the children it was capable of cutting 100th of a millimetre and also that 
the laser itself is invisible the red light is just so you know where you are aiming at.

I have never done 
anything like this 

before. Would like to 
do it again, Liam

Laser was the 
best. It smelt 

funny….Thomas
The teacher showed us that 

the circles we are cutting will 
be used be squirrels. Kieran

Its fun, the older ones are trusted to do more 
things and we help the small ones who could 

get hurt.


