Risk Benefit Analysis

[bookmark: _GoBack]Perceived negative risks surrounding health and safety seem to have become part of our culture.  It is often hard for practitioners to remove this barrier.  However, a risk benefit analysis encourages practitioners to look more closely at the associated benefits rather than just the risks. By doing this, practitioners can take a more balanced approach to ensure that only relevant and proportionate provisions are put in place to reduce the likelihood of accidents. It is important that practitioners use safety rules and regulations to enable children to do things, rather than stop them from doing things. It is important to remember that accidents are rare. Provided you have taken the proper, logical steps, and have completed a risk benefit analysis, then you should have demonstrated that you have taken the appropriate level of care.  (From LTS website, 2010)
‘Risk benefit analysis means that the provider weighs, with equal consideration, the duty to protect children from avoidable serious harm and the duty to provide them with stimulating play opportunities.’ (Play England, 2008).

We ‘should take into account the long term risks involved in not offering more adventurous play.’ (Highland Council, All to play for 2006 – 2010) 

Formal risk assessments can lull staff into a false sense of security and make them think that if they follow the procedures nothing can go wrong.  It may cause staff to lose confidence in their own ability to judge risk.  Staff might use RA as a reason not to do things; health and safety viewed as a convenient excuse not to do something.  (HSE, 2009) 

Despite common perceptions to the contrary the Care Commission are not averse to risk taking in play and noted that most complaints from parents were around minor incidents which could have avoided if there had been more effective communication between the centre and parents. (Risk & Responsibility Conference, October 2009)  It is therefore important to talk about planned activities with both children and parents and for staff to discuss their thoughts around ‘risk’ before completing a ‘risk in play’ policy. 

Parents and practitioners should not underestimate the level of expertise they already possess in the field of risk benefit analysis. Childcare staff, rather than parachuted-in experts, are the real specialists. They know the children and the environment, and are better equipped to handle any behavioural issues, which very often are the causes of problems rather than technical issues. 

Whilst we are advocating risk benefit analysis we are not suggesting that spontaneous play should be interrupted to allow staff to complete risk benefit documentation – rather staff should be confident in their professional judgement about the potential benefits and risks of the activity.  It is not possible to have a one size fits all interpretation of risk; staff will need to use their knowledge of the environment, the children and the particular circumstances at that time. 


Copies of Play England’s Managing risk in play provision: implementation guide David Ball, Tim Gill and Bernard Spiegal, 2008, are available to download or order free from: 

www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications Ref. 00942-2008
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