PLAY Into PRACTICE
An exciting opportunity for new or fairly inexperienced staff to access this practical five day training course delivered by CALA and HiMATS, which provides students with an introduction to the value of play in out of school settings. The course provides part of the underpinning evidence for the National Progression Award (NPA) Playwork and Childcare which is an accredited SQA qualification delivered by HiMATS. Students have the opportunity within this training course to complete one  NPA unit. It is therefore an ideal introduction to study for those beginning to work towards a relevant qualification.

Brief outline of the five day programme:

· Day one  includes an induction to  the NPA: Playwork and Childcare. We will look at  child development and basic and changing needs of children, and the benefits of play. The day also includes the first of a series of practical workshops exploring play through the elements starting with Air.

· Day two begins with an introduction to the Playwork Principles and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and looks at the role of the adult in relation to planning provision, health and safety and risk assessment. The 2nd practical workshop exploring play through the elements is Water. 

· Day three looks at the Play Cycle and the role of the adult in supporting children's play. This day introduces the classifications of play and the 3rd practical workshop exploring play through the elements is Earth.

· Day four begins by looking at why and how we consult with children and effective communication. Behaviour management and anti-bullying is looked at and we continue to look at the classifications of play. ICT in relation to play is explored and the practical workshop focus on socio/dramatic/role play.

· Day five  concludes this course by looking at the benefits of team work. The Playwork Principles and the UNCRC are revisited in relation to practice and we confirm our understanding of what it means to be a reflective practitioner. We look at playwork in relation to national guidelines and regulations and examine some strategies for planning in out of school settings.  The last of the practical workshops exploring play through the elements is Fire. 
· Participants are reminded that wherever possible the practical workshops will be outside therefore practical outdoor clothes and footwear are essential. 

